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Good books available in the shops now

The Seagull 
by Ann Cleeves

Published byMacmillan
Price £16.99
Pages 416
ISBN 9781447278344

When DI Vera Stanhope is
sent to give a talk to the
inmates of the local
prison, she comes face 
to face with former
detective superintendent John
Brace, a man she helped put 
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The Choice 
by Edith Eger
‘“All your ecstasy in life will
come from the inside,” my
ballet master had told me. I
never understood what he
meant. Until Auschwitz.’ The
author, a renowned psychologist, was
16 when she entered the camp in
1944. When it was liberated she was
pulled, barely alive, from a tangle of
bodies. She went on to devote her life
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ON THE
BOOKSHELF

F
OR THOSE football fans who hanker for
the good  old pre-Sky days, when Division
One was the top tier of the league rather

than the third, Scott Murray’s The Title
(Bloomsbury £16.99), is a witty, well-informed
history of the old Football League, from its first
season in 1888 to the inception of the Premier
League in 1992. And in the fascinating On Form
(Little, Brown, £20) one of England’s greatest
cricket captains, Mike Brearley, examines the
psychological forces that govern that most
elusive of sporting qualities, form.
The encounter at Munich, in September 1938,

between a British foreign secretary determined
to secure peace, and a German Fuhrer set on
war provides the framework for Robert Harris’s
new novel Munich (Hutchinson, £20), as two old
friends find themselves playing for high stakes.
And another master of the spy thriller, 

John Le Carré, revists his greatest creation,
George Smiley, in his new novel A Legacy of
Spies (Viking, £20), as George’s ever-loyal
disciple, Peter Guillam, finds his past catching
up with him. 
It’s been a strange 20 years for Labour

supporters, the giddy heights of the 1997
triumph, the tragedy of Iraq, the rise of
Corbynism and then June’s election result.
John O’Farrell attempts to make sense of it all,
from a very personal perspective, in his
excellent Things Can Only Get Worse
(Doubleday, £16.99). And if you want to try and
understand what Corbynistas think, then Marx,
Capital and the Madness of Economic Reason,
by David Harvey (Profile, £14.99) is a guide to
one of the key texts of the modern world.
Newly republished with an introduction by

Stephen Fry, Postcards from the Edge
(Scribner, £8.99), the late Carrie Fisher’s 
best-selling debut novel, is smart, funny and
unflinching, and, as Fry puts it, “a declaration
of war on two fronts; normal and unhappy.”
The Teach Yourself books were started

during the Second World War as guides to help
the war effort, the first in the series, Teach
Yourself To Fly, published in 1938, being used
to help new recruits and conscripts. Hodder
have now reprinted that title, and four others,
dating from the Fifties and early Sixties; Bird
Watching, Cycling, Teach Yourself to Live and
the unintentionally hilarious Good Manners.
Good Friday (Zaffre, £18.99), is the third in

Lynda La Plante’s Tennison series, The Beatles:
The Band That Changed The World (Carlton,
£25) is a beautifully illustrated history of the
Fabs and Scandinavians, by Robert Ferguson,
(Head of Zeus, £8.99) explores 200 years of
Scandi history, society and culture.

to helping others who have
suffered abuse or trauma,
including soldiers with PTSD, to
free themselves from the
prisons of their minds. A
powerful story; difficult to read
but hard to put down.

Published by Rider
Price £14.99
Pages 400
ISBN 9781846045103

HISTORICAL 
FICTION
A Column of
Fire 
by Ken Follett
The series that
began with the

memorable Pillars of the Earth and the
building of Kingsbridge Cathedral sees
the town under the rule of Queen
Elizabeth I and the religious feudings
that divided families and separated Ned
Willard and his sweetheart Margery
Fitzgerald. Opening in 1558, full of
drama, suspense and historical detail,
this is a story of espionage under the
Queen’s Secret Service, spans England,
Scotland and the continent of Europe
and upholds Ken Follett’s reputation as
a great storyteller. A huge read, perfect
for long winter nights.

Published byMacmillan
Price £20
Pages 768
ISBN 9781447278733
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Splendours and
Miseries
by Roy Strong

Although rather pricey
for a paperback, Roy
Strongs’ wonderful,
gossipy diaries, covering
the period from 1967 to
1987, are worth every
penny. Roy Strong was
the flamboyant, 
well-connected director
of the National Portrait
Gallery and the V&A
Museum, and his diaries
are full of waspish
observations on the
great and not so good.
Published by W&N
Price £16.99 Pages 752
ISBN 9781474605335

Fear, Innocence,
Trickery, War
by Roald Dahl

Two of these excellent new
Dahl anthologies,
Innocence and War, are
heavily autobiographical,
expanded versions of the
books Boy and Going Solo;
Trickery is a collection of
Dahl’s often wickedly funny
short stories, while Fear is
a new edition of Roald
Dahl’s Ghost Stories.
featuring offerings from
such masters of the form
as Sheridan La Fanu and
Edith Wharton.
Published by Penguin
Price £8.99 each
ISBN 9781405933216

Debriefing the
President
by John Nixon

Former CIA officer Nixon
conducted a detailed
interrogation of Saddam
Hussein after the Iraqi
dicator’s capture in 2003
and although revelations
are thin on the ground –
it’s no surprise that, like
most megalomaniacs.
Saddam was prone to
duplicity and self-
deception – this book is
nonethless a fascinating
insight into a dark period
in our recent history.
Published by Corgi
Price £8.99 Pages 275
ISBN 9780552173353

The Pan Book of
Horror Stories
edited by Herbert
van Thal

One of an August
selection of books
republished to mark the
70th anniversary of 
the first Pan mass market
paperback, this timeless
collection of ghoulish
tales by the likes of Bram
Stoker, LP Hartley and
Angus Wilson, was first
published in 1959, and
kicked off a popular 
series that eventually ran
to 30 volumes.
Published by Pan
Price £7 Pages 297
ISBN 9781509860104

Killing for
Company
by Brian Masters

Originally published in
1985, this true crime
classic tells the story of
the serial killer Dennis
Nilsen, and attempts to
understand his motives.
Masters originally wrote
that, Nilsen “constructed
his own hell and dragged
others into it without
knowing why.” In his new
foreword he believes that
Nilsen simply killed
because he enjoyed it, a
truly chilling prospect.
Published by Arrow
Price £8.99 Pages 328
ISBN 9781784759421

The Bottom
Corner
by Nige Tassell

The lower leagues are
where the real, beating
heart of football is to be
found, not the richest-
takes-all Premier League,
and in this wonderful
book Nige Tassell meets
some of the people that
populate the small clubs
whose dreams often
extend little further than
winning through from the
Extra Preliminary Round
of the the FA Cup, 
Published by Yellow
Jersey Press
Price £9.99 Pages 308
ISBN 9780224100601

BIOGRAPHY
Sargent’s
Women: Four
Lives Behind
the Canvas   
by Donna M Lucey

John Singer Sargent painted high
society of the ‘gilded age’, lush,
beautiful, massive portraits that told of
the wealth of his sitters and yet hinted
at something more. The lives of the four
extraordinary women in this book were
filled with music, literature, art, travel
and labyrinthine love affairs, the details
teased out by the author from their
personal letters and diaries. It tells of an
era long gone yet still fascinating.

Published by W W Norton
Price £24 Pages 336
ISBN 9780393079036

NON-FICTION
Silence in the
Age of Noise 
by Erling Kagge

The Norwegian explorer,
who once spent 50 days walking solo
across Antarctica with a broken radio,
explores ways we can find moments of
silence in our lives and why it is important
to cut out the incessant din of modern
life. A gentle book with a lot to say.

Published by Viking
Price £12.99  Pages 160
ISBN 9780241309872

GEOGRAPHY
The Last London
by Iain Sinclair

In books such as the
wonderful London Orbital,
Iain Sinclair has delved deep into the
capital’s secret history and here he 
makes a final reckoning with this strange,
ever-changing river city.
Published by One World
Price £18.99  Pages 3336
ISBN 978-1786071743

HISTORY
Queens of
the Conquest 
by Alison Weir

In this intensely
researched book,
historian Alison Weir explores the lives of
four queens consort of Norman kings 
of England who ruled from 1066 to 1154 –
Matilda of Flanders, Matilda of Scotland,
Adeliza of Louvain and Matilda of
Boulogne – along with that of the
indomitable Empress Maud. In a feudal
world where women were considered
inferior beings, these ladies it seems
wielded power and influence beyond
expectations, including ruling effectively
as regent. 

Published by Jonathan Cape 
Price £20 
Pages 496
ISBN 9781910702079

MEDICAL
This Is Going
to Hurt  
by Adam Kay
This first hand account
of life as junior doctor, in
all its joy, pain, sacrifice
and maddening bureaucracy, lifts the lid
on what actually happens at the sharp
end of the NHS. The author was a junior
doctor for six years before hanging up his
stethoscope to become an award-winning
comedian and writer.

Published by Picador
Price £16.99 Pages 288
ISBN 9781509858613

away. Brace offers information on the
disappearance of wheeler-dealer
Robbie Marshal in the 1990s, in return
for Vera keeping a lookout on his
daughter and grandchildren.

When police go to the place he
says Marshal is buried, they find

not one skeleton but two.
DI Stanhope has to dig

deep into her late father’s
murky past to unravel a

complicated series of 
events, resulting in a 

surprise ending. 
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